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May I add my word of congratulation to George Clarke on this
occasion of the Award of the 10th Sidney Luker Memorial Medal.
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There are many different and good reasons for this years award
being made to George Clarke: he prepared himself for professional
work by undergraduate and post graduate training at the University
of Sydney and London/ and at the Massachussets Institute of
Technology by which he was awarded his Master's Degree in City
Planning. Also by his wide travels and first hand experience of
planning activities and planning examples from Brazilia to

- Singapore and from the English New Towns, to Isfahan, Shiraz.

Secondly (as you have heard) by his many years of constructive
work for the Royal Australian Planning Institute: as Editor of the
Journal, as Member of Council and later as President of the Sydney
Division.

Georgé Clarke and all those who undertake these arduous and generally
thankless tasks are deserving of our warm appreciation.

But the most important of all contributions to planning is surely
planning IN ACTION, practical planning, this is what it.is all about.

And, therefore, the BEST REASON TO MY MIND for this - the
Institute's highest Award being given to George Clarke is for his
successful building up of one of the most active planning practices
in Australia, an Australia-wide practice - in which in their long
series of planning reports and recommendations - of which the ones
for Sydney and Adelaide are merely the best known - reached new
levels of excellence in production, exposition, and proposals,
including recommendations for administration and suggestions for
constructive citizen participation, as well as for those necessary
financial provisions which are so often forgotten at the stage of

. proposals - but which inevitably dominate the stage of implementation.

Without in anyway confusing him with an even greater man George
has been in his time Disciple, Missionary and Master, and for his
success in these varying planning roles I congratulate him warmly
and congratulate the Institute on its new Sidney Luker Memorial
Medallist.
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